How to recognise dryland salinity in
= North East Victoria

Dryland salinity occurs when rainfall leaks through the soil into the
groundwater system. Water tables then rise, bringing saline
groundwater close to the land surface.

Salinity is a growing challenge for north east Victorian communities.

So, how do you know if you have it ?

Use this brochure when you are looking at unusual patches in your
paddock and wondering...

is it salt ?
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Below are examples of saline discharge areas from a variety
of sites in north east Victoria.

Both these sites have struggling pasture with patches of bare ground.
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Int dry seasons salt

crystals may be

visible on the soil
 surface. Stock will
 sometimes lick the
~ ground as if it was
~ asalt block. »
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Dlants to Watch Out for

Often the first sign of a developing salinity problem is a change in vegetation.
Keep an eye out for these salt indicator plants.
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ordinary Barley Grass (Hordeum leportiim).
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A perennial creeping or erect mat-forming grass. Y

AnnualBeardGmss(RahhﬁFthrass)- R
Polypogon monspeliensis. An annual tufted grass up to 60cm tall. g4

i ;F:glma]tallrslshm dnc)ajle‘;‘w:gsmtfmthmr: :

..."f‘ asharpspﬂceatd'leup _;j!

= Water Buttons ~ Cotula mﬁop: olia.
“? A perennial low growing spreading herb with yellow fowers. 7§




Salt makes clay particles clump together and sink.
Suspricionsly clear dams may mean high salt concentrations,
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“Wer" areas may also be salty areas, Check for salt indicator

phants White and sulrterrancan clover are very sensitive to salf.

All these indicators should be used as guides only in salinity recognition.

Text aned photographs by Catherine Allan and lan Gamble

For further information contact
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